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A host of world class sporting events from December to March
3TRE AND MORE: SEVERAL MUST-SEE EVENTS IN TRENTINO
The 2015 edition of 3Tre, an event that will be a permanent part of the Alpine Ski World Cup until 2018, will take place in Madonna di Campiglio on December 22. On January 9-10, 2016, the spotlight is all for the final stage of the Tour de Ski, in Val di Fiemme. The tightly packed calendar includes ski mountaineering, snowboarding, Nordic Combined and cross-country marathon events
Once again, this upcoming winter season, Trentino will host a long series of international sporting events. Coming from all over the world, the top athletes of several sporting specialities (all those you can practise in a territory that has exceptional "natural" facilities, but also manmade infrastructures of excellence and a highly efficient score of volunteers) will set their foot on the snow-capped and icy slopes of Trentino.
3Tre of Madonna di Campiglio, the event becomes an annual staple
After two incredibly successful editions in 2012 and 2014, 3Tre of Madonna di Campiglio is again rightfully listed among the great classics of the Alpine Ski World Cup. The oldest Italian race of the White Circus, now a permanent part of the Audi Fis Ski World Cup until 2018, will be back in style on Tuesday, December 22, 2015, on the grand stage of Madonna di Campiglio. The best slalom skiers of the globe will compete at night, down the narrow poles of Canalone Miramonti, the historical slope called the "Queen of snow", one of the most demanding and difficult in the world. Spectators are in for sure entertainment, and the fight to climb to the top step of the podium, which last year went to German Felix Neureuther in front of more than 12,000 people crowded along the track, is guaranteed.
In the long history of 3Tre, the skier to have won the race the highest number of times was Swedish Champion Ingemar Stenmark, with eight victories including slalom and giant slalom, followed by Alberto Tomba, first among Italian competitors, with three wins. Along with these two legendary athletes, other big names in skiing have honoured the race: from Zeno Colò to Karl Schranz, from Gustav Thoeni to Bode Miller up to Giorgio Rocca, the last Italian to win on Canalone Miramonti in 2005. 
On 22 December, however, the Campiglio ski area, the largest in Trentino with 150 km of ski slopes, will not only host a grand celebration of sport, but much more. In fact, the race will be contoured by several side events, beginning at 7 p.m. with the 3Tre Hour in the streets and squares of the town centre, with music and mouth-watering cocktails, and going on with the 3Tre Party from 9:30 p.m. For more information, please visit the website: www.3trecampiglio.it.
European Alpine Skiing Cup: young emerging talents in Pozza di Fassa
A tasty entrée to 3Tre will be the Val di Fassa stage of the Men's European Cup: on December 21, the valley will host a special slalom under the lights of the "Ski Stadium Aloch" in Pozza. The finest young talents will contend for the highest step of the podium, eager to reach the top of the rankings.
Snowboarding: rainbow-coloured boards in Val di Fassa
A few days earlier, Val di Fassa will also host two legs of the Snowboard World Cup. Saturday, December 12, in fact, the best international snowboarders will compete on the sunny slope of Pra dei Tori, at Passo Costalunga. The programme also includes many side events for lots of entertainment, such as concerts, shows and firework displays.
The Queen of snowshoes on the Day of Epiphany
On January 6, in upper Val di Non, the spotlight will turn on the Ciaspolada. Queen among popular events on the snow in Italy, it is the main European event for lovers of snowshoes, attracting over 6,000 participants each year between professional athletes and amateurs.
The cross-country skiing marathon at Monte Bondone
In the international calendar of Nordic cross-country skiing marathons, the Viote Monte Bondone Nordic Ski Marathon, now in its second edition, has a special place. This particularly challenging race, held along the three cross-country skiing tracks of Monte Bondone - Gervasi, Val del Merlo and Cercenari – is scheduled for Saturday, February 27; it will span 28 km, to be covered in classic technique.
Alpe Cermis is the "referee" of the Tour de Ski 
On January 9 and 10, the spectacular Nordic Skiing Tour de Ski comes to Val di Fiemme, the usual stage of the final leg of the event. The women’s 10 km race and the men’s 15 km race, both in classic technique, will be held on Saturday, January 9, while the grand finale, the climb of Alpe Cermis, is scheduled for Sunday, January 10.
Cross-country rookies are the stars of Trofeo Topolino
Young world talents of Nordic skiing, instead, are given their opportunity to shine on January 23-24, thanks to Trofeo Topolino, at Lago di Tesero in Val di Fiemme. This will be the 33rd edition of the "mini" youth championship, in which about a thousand athletes between age 8 and 16 will compete.
The bisons of narrow skis compete for the Marcialonga
On January 31, instead, it is the turn of the "bisons" of narrow skis. This is the date of the Marcialonga no. 43, seventy kilometres of snowy tracks between Moena and Cavalese that make it the Queen of cross-country ski marathons. The competition is again part of the FIS Marathon Cup, the World Cup of long-distance cross-country skiing.
Predazzo ad Tesero, home of the Nordic Combined
From February 26 to 28, the spotlight is all for the Nordic Combined World Cup. The Jumping Stadium in Predazzo and the Cross-Country Stadium at the Lago di Tesero will welcome the best interpreters of this discipline, two years after the World Championships that took place in this same valley.
Adrenaline and stunning performances with the World Rookie Tour
Entertainment and adrenaline are the main ingredients of the World Rookie Tour, the famous youth snowboard contest, which will be staged on Monte Bondone. The snowpark on the “home mountain” of Trento will be the site, at the beginning of March, of the 5th edition of the Trentino Rookie Fest, a kermesse that will include a Halfpipe and Slopestyle contest.
Trofeo Topolino, since 1958 the springboard of the future champions in Alpine skiing
On March 5th and 6th, the young Alpine skiing champions will meet in Folgaria and on the nearby Plateaus of Lavarone and Luserna to give life to the 55th Trofeo Topolino. Since 1958, the year the Disney cartoon made its debut alongside young skiers, this event has seen thousands of young people from around the world ski past its gates and poles, including athletes who have made the history of skiing.
Below is a list of the major winter sporting events:
· Snowboard: World Cup Stage – Val di Fassa, December 12, 2015
· Alpine skiing: “European Cup” Men's Special Slalom at night – Val di Fassa, December 21, 2015
· Alpine skiing: Stage of Men's World Cup - 3Tre - Madonna di Campiglio, Italy, December 22, 2015
· Snowshoes: “Ciaspolada” – Fondo, January 6, 2016
· Nordic skiing: “FIS Tour de Ski” - Val di Fiemme, January 9-10, 2016
· Nordic skiing: “Trofeo Topolino”— Tesero, January 23-24, 2016
· Nordic skiing: “Marcialonga” – Valleys of Fiemme and Fassa, January 31, 2016
· Nordic Combined: World Cup Stage – Val di Fiemme, February 26-28
· Nordic skiing: “Viote Monte Bondone Nordic Ski Marathon” - Monte Bondone, February 27, 2016
· Alpine skiing: “Trofeo Topolino”— Folgaria, March 5-6, 2016
· Snowboard: Stage of the “World Rookie Tour” – Monte Bondone, March 2016
· Ski mountaineering: “Sellaronda Ski Marathon” – Canazei
· Ski mountaineering: “Ski Alp Race Dolomiti di Brenta” – Madonna di Campiglio
· Ski mountaineering: “Coppa delle Dolomiti” circuit
(m.f.)
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